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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Receipt of applicant's response filed January 3, 2006 is acknowledged. Claims 
1-10 are pending, of which claim 1 is amended. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by HAN et al (US 2004/01 14372 A1). 

4. HAN discloses a direct backlight module comprising: a base (bottom chassis 
225, figs.6-7) having a plurality of parallel-arranged lamps (221); a supporter plate 
(frame 224, mesh 222f, fig.6) mounted over the base (225) further having a frame (224) 
and a plurality of wires (222f in fig.8, mesh of plural shielding lines, paragraph 0067) in 
which the frame (224) is square structure having a central opening (figs.6-7) in which 
each of the wires (222f) is constructed at the frame (224a in fig. 8) and crosses the 
central opening; and a plurality of films (222a-222e) mounted over and supported by the 
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supporter plate (224,222f); wherein said wires (222f) are parallel arranged (fig. 8) and 
cross arranged (fig. 8) over said central opening of said supporter plate (224); wherein 
materials to form said wires (222f) are metals (paragraph 0067); wherein said films 
(222a-222e) include a film (222a,222b) to diffuse said lights (paragraphs 0065-0066) 
and a film (222c,222d) to achieve a haze effect (P 0065 & 0070); and a reflection plate 
(223) formed on at least one interior surface (fig.7) of said base (225). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
HAN et al (US 2004/01 14372 A1) in view of SKINNER et al (US 6,341 ,879). 

7. HAN discloses the claimed invention except: a cold cathode fluorescent lamp; an 
interior bottom surface of base coated with a reflection material. 

8. SKINNER teaches common use of fluorescent lamps (23) in backlighting LCDs 
for their high efficiency (col.2). SKINNER further teaches a reflective material (col.5, 
lines 49-65) coated on the bottom surface of the backlight cavity (22) or back plane (30) 
for the purpose of best reflecting and diffusing light toward the LCD. 

9. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to provide the backlighting device of HAN et al with the fluorescent lamps 
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and reflective coating as taught by SKINNER et al in order to achieve at least lamp 
efficiency with luminance uniformity and maximizing light output toward the LCD. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant argues that claim is not anticipated by HAN et al, that the supporter 
plate 41 of the instant application is introduced to support the films 42 (section 0033), 
and namely, the supporter plate 41 is individual and on purpose to bear the films 
stacked there above, that the electromagnetic-wave shielding member 222f of Han et al, 
though having a mesh shape, is a cross-line combination sandwiched by coating 
between the upper diffusing plate 222a and the lower shielding-line protection film 222g. 
Applicant also states that the assembly of the 222a, 222f and 222g does not support 
itself but is supported by the mold frame 224, and alleges that the 222f itself can't be 
treated as the supporter plate 41 . 

11. In response, Han adequately anticipates the structure, and that the 
electromagnetic-wave shielding member includes all the claimed structure and perfectly 
capable to support the adjacent structures or plural films, with or without the frame 224, 
otherwise, it would collapse and the entire backlight module of Han would not hold its 
own structural integrity. Any recitation of the intended use of the claimed invention, as 
in supporting the films, must result in a structural difference between the claimed 
invention and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from 
the prior art. If the prior art structure is capable of performing the intended use, then it 
meets the claim. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claim 6 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

1 3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: None of the prior art of record suggests wires comprising polymers crossing the 
central opening of the frame of the supporter plate and on which plurality of films are 
mounted. 



Conclusion 

14. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan Cariaso whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2366. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). /^~^V 




Tlmary Examiner 



March 20, 2006 
AC 



